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Torture in Holland.
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force a confession'. But Johnson was as ready for this, as for the Inquisition. 'Why, Sir, you do not, I find, understand the law of your own country. The torture in Holland i.s considered as a favour to an accused person; for no man is put to the torture there, unless there is as much evidence against him as would amount to conviction in Rutland. An accused person among you, therefore, has one chance more to escape punishment, than those who are tried aiming us.'
At supper this night he talked of good eating with uncommon satisfaction, ' Some people (said he,) have a foolish way of not minding, or pretending not to mind, what they eat. For my part, I mind my belly very studiously, and very carefully; for 1 look upon it, that he who does not mind his belly will hardly mind anything else-1.' lie now appeared to me Jean Bull.
1 M.'K'kintosh (/.//'', ii. 102) writing of the lime, of William III, says that 1 torture, was le^al in Scotland, and familiar in ovary cnunlry of Kurope. bill KiHrland. Was then- a .single writer at tlial lime, who had objected to torture? I think not.' In the. (if/i/. Jftti;: fur 174- (p. <><*•>) it is staled lliut ' the Khu; of I'uisMa has forbid Uu: use of toriuiv in his dominions.' In 1747 (|i. .;>)H) we resit! that Dr. Ulaelwell, an K.iiKlisli pliynifian, bad been put lo the torture in Sweden. Mtmtes<|tiieu in the Rs/>rit t/fx Arw'.v, vi. 17, published in I7.|H, writing of ' lit question on torture I'ontre les criniincls,1 says : 1 Nous voyoiiH mijounl'liui une nai'mn trew-liien pulicde |la nation anglais*1! In rcjclcr suns inconvenient. Idle n'est done pas n&Tssairo. par su nature'.1 Demwdl in 1705 round that I'anli tortured a criminal with lire, t 'invit'a, p. 158. Voltaire, in 1777, after telling1 how innocent men had been put to clcJiUh with torture in the irijjn nf Lewis XIV, continue* 'Mai-, un roi a-t-il IG temps de soiiKer A <CH niciiuiH ddtaila d'heirreur". nu milifii clu KBS fiUcti, de ses ciin(|iu*le>i, et de aas tnaitrcsses ? Dni^nc*/; vmis i-n occupcr, 6 Louis XVI, vous ipii
It
n'iive?: niu'inu; cl(! ce,N distractions !' Voltaire's fTwAt, xxvi. 332. Johnson, two yoarH before Voltaire tints wrote, hud bee.n shown la cliambrc tic ifiif.ttiutt 'tin! lorturc-diambcr--in I'arin. J'nx/, ()i:t. 17, 1775. It was not till the Revolution thai torture was abolished in Kranc:e. One of the Scotch judges in 1793, at the trial "f Messrs. I'idmer and Muir for .sedition (/r'.v/, Juno. 3, 1781, note), 'iuiserled thai now the. torture, was banished, thorn W;IH no adequate punishment for .sedition.' /'<//•/. ///,v/. xxx, 1569.
J 'A cheeiful and nood beart will have a care of his ino.al and drink.' J'lti'lt.tliixlifnx, xxx. 25.
' Vt-recundiiri neinincm apuclmen-
siun tlecet, Nam ibi do divinis atque huma-
niM ccrnimr.1
TrinuHtMus, act 2, sc. <|. Mrs. f'icwzi (Ante. p. 149) records that 'Johnson often said, " that wherever the dinner is ill t,rot, there IN poverty, or there IH avarice, or there, is Htupidity; in short, the family is somehow grossly wronjf; for," continued he, "a man seldom thinks with more earnestness of anything than he tlocn of his dinner; h i                                 p/iilosfljitte,'s Hebrides, Nov. 10, 1773.^ 65.
